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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To 
charge a user while protecting the 
privacy of the user and facilitating 
management and a procedure as to a 
multimedia network which transmits 
ciphered information. 

SOLUTION: At a user terminal 10. a 
user inserts cash or cash information 
PPC such as an IC card into a 
reception slot 13 to pay charge. A 
decision part 14 collates the charge 
that information characteristic data 
PID, attached to ciphered provided 
information PP sent from an 
information provider P through the 
network, with the paid cash 
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information PPC to decide whether 
• the provided information PP is 
allowed to be used. According to the 
decision result about whether the 
information can be used or not, an 
information processing part 12 
processes the provided information 
PP and provides it for the user in the 
form of a video signal and an audio 
signal. Further, charge payment by a 
charge defrayer 20 such as a bank 
which has made a contract with the 
user is guaranteed. 
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